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Essential information 
 

Duration: 3 years 
Scholarships: at least 4 each year (approximately € 16.000 per year) 
Language: English 

 
Coordinator : Professor Francesco Guala 
Office support: Mrs. Anna D’Anneo 

 
Address and affiliation: Department of Philosophy, University of Milan 
Via Festa del Perdono 7, 20136 Milano, Italy 
Telephone : (+39) 02 503 12724 
Email: phd.mbr@unimi.it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer 
The information included in this document is only intended to provide practical guidelines 
and does not have any legal authority. The University Regulations constitute the ultimate 
reference point for any legal matters: 
https://www.unimi.it/it/ateneo/normative/regolamenti/regolamento-dateneo-materia-di- 
dottorati-di-ricerca  
https://www.unimi.it/sites/default/files/regolamenti/Regolamento%20dottorati_emendato 
_luglio_2019_NAVIGABILE%20EN%20%281%29.pdf [English version] 

 

Other information can be found at 
http://eng.dipafilo.unimi.it/ecm/home/doctoral-schools/doctoral-school-in-mind-brain-and- 
reasoning 

mailto:phd.mbr@unimi.it
http://www.unimi.it/it/ateneo/normative/regolamenti/regolamento-dateneo-materia-di-
http://www.unimi.it/sites/default/files/regolamenti/Regolamento%20dottorati_emendato
http://eng.dipafilo.unimi.it/ecm/home/doctoral-schools/doctoral-school-in-mind-brain-and-
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Faculty Board 

Local members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International members 
 

Stephen BUTTERFILL (Warwick) Philosophy of Action, Philosophy of Mind 
Christopher HOERL (Warwick) Philosophy of Psychology, Perception of Time 
Frank HINDRIKS (Groningen) Social Ontology, Philosophy of Economics 
Sanjay MODGIL (KCL) Logic and Argumentation, Philosophy of AI 
Richard MOORE (Warwick) Mindreading, Human uniqueness 
Marco NATHAN (Denver) Philosophy of Biology, Philosophy of Neuroscience 
Jonathan TALLANT (Nottingham) Metaphysics, Philosophy of Time 
Giulio TONONI (Wisconsin) Sleep, Consciousness 
Anna ZAMANSKY (Haifa) Animal-Computer Interaction, Knowledge 

Representation 

Lorenzo BELLO Cognitive Control, Brain Lesions 
Andrea BORGHINI Metaphysics, Philosophy of Food 
Silvia CASAROTTO Consciousness 
Paolo CAVALLARI Motor System 
Gabriella CERRI Motor System 
Marcello D'AGOSTINO Logic, Philosophy of Computation 
Daniel DOHRN Philosophy of Language, Metaphysics 
Andrea GUARDO Metaphysics, Philosophy of Mind 
Chiara GUGLIELMETTI Psychology of Groups and Organisations 
Francesco GUALA Philosophy of Social Science, Behavioural Economics 
Hykel HOSNI Logic, Foundations of Probability 
Claudio LUCCHIARI Psychology of Decision-Making 
Marcello MASSIMINI Consciousness 
Giuseppe PRIMIERO Logic, Philosophy of Computation 
Mario ROSANOVA Consciousness 
Simone SARASSO Consciousness, Sleep 
Corrado SINIGAGLIA Philosophy of Action, Philosophy of Cognitive Science 
Paolo SPINICCI Philosophy of Perception, Phenomenology 
Giuliano TORRENGO Metaphysics, Philosophy of Time 
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Introduction 
Mind, Brain and Reasoning (MBR) is one of the few doctoral programmes offering combined 
expertise in philosophy and in cognitive neuroscience. It trains researchers to produce 
scientifically informed philosophical work, as well as philosophically sophisticated empirical 
and theoretical research in one or more of the cognitive sciences. Students and faculty have 
heterogeneous backgrounds and constitute a lively community fueled by different interests 
and expertise. Since its creation in 2020, MBR has been recognized by the Italian Ministry of 
University and Research as an “innovative, international, interdisciplinary” programme. 

 
 

Projects 
At the application stage, candidates are expected to present a research project in line with 
the expertise of one or more of the Board members and to contact them before submitting 
to investigate their availability for supervision. Once offered a scholarship, PhD students are 
normally expected to work on that project or on a related topic. All of them will formally 
define the research topic before the end of the first year, in agreement with their 
supervisors and with the programme’s coordinator. 

 
 

Supervision 
When the candidate chooses a research topic, the Faculty appoints a tutor or supervisor 
who will guide and provide support as the student undertakes her research and writes her 
dissertation. Instructors and professors from other universities who sit on the Faculty Board, 
as well as employees from other institutions with which the doctoral programme has signed 
an exchange agreement, may serve as tutors. In the latter case, the tutor is assisted by a co- 
tutor, chosen from amongst university professors and researchers on the Faculty Board. 
Additionally, university tutors may be assisted by external experts who do not sit on the 
Faculty Board, as co-tutors. All co-tutors must be officially appointed by the Board. 

 
 

Progress 
At the end of each year, the students are required to submit a written report on their 
individual research, their findings, as well as any seminars, conferences, or other scientific 
programmes in which they took part, and any publications they may have written in that 
period of time. Upon approval by the Board, the students will be allowed to pass into the 
next year of study or, for those enrolled in the last year of the programme, to sit for the final 
exam provided they have also received approval on their dissertation. Should the student 
fail to pass this performance review, and absent extraordinary, documented circumstances, 
they will be dismissed from the PhD programme, and will lose any scholarship that has been 
awarded. 

 
 

Scholarships 
The scholarship is an annual scholarship, and will be renewed automatically from year to 
year if the PhD candidate has been admitted into the following year of study, conditional on 
satisfactory academic performance during the previous year. 
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Teaching 
Students must attend both ‘specialised’ and ‘interdisciplinary’ courses. Each PhD candidate 
must earn at least 16 credits, including 12 of specialised courses, before the end of the 
three-year cycle; it will normally be expected, however, that most of the credits will be 
earned during the first year of studies. 

 
The full list of courses offered by the university can be found here: 
https://www.unimi.it/en/education/postgraduate-programmes/doctoral-programmes- 
phd/phd-courses-list 
To register, follow the link ‘How to enrol’. 

 
The PhD in MBR will offer specialised teaching in the form of series of seminars and/or 
lectures on key topics in philosophy and in the foundations of cognitive neuroscience. A list 
of the courses can be found here (‘Courses List’):  
https://www.unimi.it/en/education/postgraduate-programmes/doctoral-programmes- 
phd/ay-2020/2021-mind-brain-and-reasoning 

 

The specialized teaching aims at making sure that all the students share the basic theoretical 
and methodological background that is required to engage in advanced interdisciplinary 
research. Each specialised course will be offered conditional on the participation of at least 3 
PhD students. PhD students will have the option to earn other credits in areas that are 
germane to their research interests, selected from the courses offered by other PhD 
programmes of the University of Milan, or some other university with which the University 
has signed an agreement. 

 
Over the course of the PhD cycle, each PhD candidate will also be required to take part in 72 
hours of interdisciplinary studies offered by the University for general educational purposes. 

 
For all the three years of their PhD programme, students are expected to attend the most 
important talks, workshops or conferences organized by the doctoral school.     
Attendance to some of these will be compulsory for all the students. For others, individual 
attendance may be requested by tutors. 

 
 

Travel/exchange 

Study-abroad periods excluded, at least 2/3 of PhD programme activities must be carried 
out onsite at the University. Any off-campus work or study must be carried out pursuant to 
a specific cooperation agreement with the host institution, and must be approved by the 
Faculty Board with respect to the individual PhD student. Any exceptions to the foregoing 
rule must be approved by the Board, who will review the reasons for the request. 

 
The scholarship amount will be increased by at least 50% for any study-abroad period, with 
a minimum duration of at least one month, if and when authorised by the Faculty Board. A 

http://www.unimi.it/en/education/postgraduate-programmes/doctoral-programmes-
http://www.unimi.it/en/education/postgraduate-programmes/doctoral-programmes-
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study-abroad period cannot exceed eighteen months overall. The supplemental aid cannot 
be utilised in the candidate’s home country or country of residence. 

 
Beginning in the second year, each PhD will be provided, in addition to the scholarship, aid 
to cover costs relating to research operations in Italy or abroad, of at least 10% of the 
standard scholarship amount. For those PhD candidates who have been awarded 
scholarships by a partnering research institution or university, or by an external entity, the 
research supplement is provided by the scholarship provider. 

 

Other activities 

Students may not enrol in two PhD programmes simultaneously. Similarly, students enrolled 
in a PhD programme may not hold an adjunct teaching position with any university or other 
entity offering academic degrees. 

 
PhD candidates may, as an integral part of their educational plan, and with the approval of 
the Faculty Board (without thereby being entitled to any increase in their scholarship), 
conduct tutoring for Bachelor's degree, Master's degree, single-cycle Master’s degree 
students, and provide supplemental, preparatory, or remedial education for up to 100 hours 
during a single academic year, except in the third year of the PhD programme when the limit 
is set at 40 hours. 

 
 

Leave 

PhD students will be excused from attendance requirements during any maternity, 
paternity, adoption, or foster-care / guardianship period as permitted under applicable law, 
as well as for any prolonged (over thirty days) and duly documented illness or injury. The 
attendance requirement will also be lifted, upon the PhD student’s request and with Faculty 
Board authorisation, for serious personal or family reasons, which must be duly 
documented. 

 
 

Examination 

The dissertation will be assessed in two stages – by the Dissertation Committee and the 
Adjudication Board. 

 
The Committee is constituted by two or more highly qualified scholars, who may be 
affiliated with institutions other than the University of Milan, whether in Italy or abroad, or 
from other entities who are issuing the degree jointly with the University. The Dissertation 
Committee members are chosen by the Faculty Board, and shall not sit on the Adjudication 
Board for the final exam, as discussed below. The Dissertation Committee shall issue a 
detailed written analysis in which they make a recommendation to the Board whether to 
allow the student to defend his or her dissertation at the public session, or to defer such 
defence for up to six (6) months, should they believe corrections or changes to be in order. 
After the six-month deferment, the dissertation will automatically qualify for public defence, 



7  

and must then bear a new written opinion from the same Dissertation Committee, based on 
any corrections and/or changes made. 

 
The public session for the student's dissertation defence will take place before an 
Adjudication Board appointed by the Rector, upon motion of the Faculty Board. The 
Adjudication Board shall be made up of three members chosen from amongst university 
professors (at least one of whom must be a Full Professor) and researchers with specific 
expertise in the subject area. At least two Adjudication Board members must be university 
faculty (whether in Italy or abroad) who are not part of the PhD programme, and must not 
be members of the Faculty Board. 

 
PhD students who are approved for the public defence session by the Faculty Board will 
submit, no later than the deadline established by the relevant university administration 
office, an application to sit for the final examination. As soon as the members of the 
Adjudication Board have been appointed, the PhD students will, no later than the deadline 
provided to them, submit an electronic copy of their dissertation to the Adjudication Board 
members. 

 
At the end of the dissertation defence, the Adjudication Board will accept or reject the 
dissertation presented by the PhD Candidate. The exam is administered on a pass/fail basis. 
Should the dissertation contain findings of high scientific value, the Board, pursuant to 
unanimous vote, may confer the degree with honours. The dissertation defence is public, as 
is the notice of the Board's official findings. At the completion of their work, the 
Adjudication Board will submit a report, including any judgements expressed on the 
dissertations presented by the PhD candidates. 
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